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July 10, 2026 

 

Karen Woolcock-Rodriguez, PhD 

Universidad Interamericana de Puerto Rico, Recinto de Arecibo  

Office of the Chancellor  

Arecibo, PR  

kwoolcock@arecibo.inter.edu 

 

RE: Reaffirmation of Accredited Status 

  Universidad Interamericana de Puerto Rico, Recinto de Arecibo (PR) 

  Baccalaureate Social Work Program  

  /2022 Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards (EPAS) 

 

Dear Chancellor Woolcock-Rodriguez: 

 

At its June 2026 meeting, the Board of Accreditation (BOA) reviewed the 

Reaffirmation materials for the baccalaureate social work program. The BOA 

decided to Reaffirm Accreditation for 8 Years, ending in October 2033. The 

program will receive a certificate confirming this decision in the mail. 

 

The program’s next reaffirmation timetable is shortened due to the program 

receiving a one-meeting deferral during this review cycle. 

 

Congratulations on this achievement. 

 

Decision Types  

BOA Reaffirmation decision types are described in policy 6.9 BOA Reaffirmation 

Decisions 

in the Accreditation Policy Handbook. 

 

CSWE-BOA Accreditation Logo & Accredited Status Statements 

Policy 1.7 CSWE-BOA Accreditation Logo in the Accreditation Policy Handbook 

provides the parameters for logo use.  

 

Policy 1.6 Accreditation Status Statements for Websites & Materials includes 

language for accredited programs to post on their websites or use in marketing, 

recruitment, or other print and electronic material. 

 

Program Changes 

The accreditation status obtained at Reaffirmation only covers the components that 

were reviewed in the self-study at the time of the BOA review. Changes may occur 

within the program prior to its next scheduled accreditation review; however, some 

program changes impact compliance with EPAS and require reporting to the BOA 

or DOSWA per policy 4.9 Program Changes the Accreditation Policy Handbook.  

 

BOARD OF ACCREDITATION (BOA) 

 

CHAIR 

Octavio Ramirez, PhD, LSCSW 
Fort Hays State University 

 

VICE CHAIR 

George Ashley, PhD, LMSW 

Eastern Kentucky University 

 

MEMBERS  

Diane R. Bessel, PhD, LMSW, CNM 

Daemen University 

 
Sheri Hamamoto Boyle, MSW, PhD 

Pennsylvania Western University  

 

Lisa Clifton, MSW, JD 
Mount St. Joseph University 

 

Terry Cluse-Tolar, PhD 
Ohio University  

 

Mini Datta, MSW 
Loyola University Chicago 

 

Roxxi Davis, DSW, MSW, LCSW 

University of Indianapolis  
 

Kim S. Downing, PhD, LCSW, ACSW 

Elizabeth City State University 
 

Antoinette Y. Farmer, PhD 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
 

Frann Franklin BA, MSW, PhD, LCSW 

Delaware State University 

 
Jodi Hall, BSW, MSW, EdD 

Shaw University  

 
Daria Hanssen, PhD, LCSW-R 

Marist University 

 

Sarah Hessenauer, PhD, MSW, LSCW, MBA 
Mount Mary University 

 

Lihua Huang, MSW, PhD 
Grand Valley State University 

 

Carol Hurst, PhD, MSW, LCSW 
Eastern Mennonite University  

 

Christian Itin, PhD, MSW 

Metropolitan State University of Denver 
 

M. Sebrena Jackson, PhD, LICSW 

Clarke Atlanta University 
 

Randy Magen, PhD, MSSW 

Yeshiva University 
 

Cheryl McAuliffe PhD, LMSW 

Grand Canyon University 

 
Emmerentie Oliphant, PhD 

Stephen F. Austin University 

 
Robert Ortega, LMSW, MA, PhD 

University of Michigan 

 

Katherine Perone, DSW, MSW, LSW 
Western Illinois University 

 

Mary Rawlings, PhD, LCSW 
Azusa Pacific University 

 

Karen Rice, PhD, LSW, ACSW 
Millersville University 

 

Selena T. Rodgers, PhD, MSW, LCSW-R 

York College of the City University of New York 
 

Emarely Rosa-Dávila, PhD, MSW 

Texas Woman’s University 
 

Becky Thomas, PhD, LISW-S 

The University of Akron 
 

James Herbert Williams, PhD, MSW, MPA 

Arizona State University 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DOSWA 

Collina D. Cooke, PhD, LCSW-C 
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Accreditation is an elective, program-driven, and self-managed peer-review process. Programs are solely 

responsible for implementing, demonstrating, and maintaining compliance with the EPAS during and between 

review cycles. 

 

Continuous Compliance Requirement to Publicly Report Program Assessment Outcomes  

CSWE accreditation staff review assessment outcomes annually between and during regularly scheduled 

accreditation reviews. This process is a continuing accreditation requirement, independent of any regularly 

scheduled review that may be underway. Program assessment outcomes are published publicly in the Directory 

of Accredited Programs. Programs are required to use the current form available on the CSWE website to report 

outcomes to their stakeholders and the public. Specific instructions are sent to programs by CSWE accreditation 

staff regarding this annual collection process. Data on must be collected within 2 years at all times. The 2 years 

is calculated from the date the data was collected, not the date the program posted the form. Failure to maintain 

updated assessment outcomes may result in a special compliance review per policy 4.10 Special Compliance 

Reviews in the Accreditation Policy Handbook. 

 

Maintaining Accurate CSWE Records 

Programs are required to maintain accurate CSWE database records and Directory of Accredited Programs 

listing. Policy 4.9 Program Changes in the Accreditation Policy Handbook provides procedures for notifying 

CSWE of relevant changes within 30 days after the implementation of change. 

 

CSWE Accreditation Contact 

If there are any questions about this letter or the policies, procedures, and actions of the Board of Accreditation, 

please contact Mayasah Thomas, MSW, Accreditation Specialist in CSWE’s Department of Social Work 

Accreditation at mthomas@cswe.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Octavio Ramirez, PhD, LSCSW  

Chair, Board of Accreditation 

 

OR/MT 

 

Cc:  Luz M. Cruz-Candelaria, EdD, MSW 

Auxiliary Professor 

Universidad Interamericana de Puerto Rico, Recinto de Arecibo 

Arecibo, PR 

 lmcruz@arecibo.inter.edu 
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